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Although the vast majority of U.S. marriages 

remain racially endogamous, relationships that 

cross racial or ethnic lines are becoming more 

common. The number of interracial and inter-

ethnic marriages in the U.S. has grown dramati-

cally, from 3.2% of all existing marriages in 1980 

to 8.9% today (ProQuest Statistical Abstract, 

2015). These figures grow each year. Of all the 

marriages that began in 2010, a little over 15% 

consisted of two people of different racial or 

ethnic groups, up from 6.7% of marriages that 

began in 1980 (Pew Research Center, 2012a). 

Attitudes toward interracial marriage have 

steadily improved over the past 60 years (see 

Exhibit 7.1). Over 40% of people say that an 

increase in interracial marriages has been a 

change for the better in U.S. society, compared to 

11% who think it has hurt society (Pew Research 

Center, 2012a).

Nevertheless, people involved in interracial 

relationships still face some problems. Several 

contemporary websites offer advice to inter

racial couples on issues such as open hostility  

and intimidation; negative stereotyping; dero

gatory comments, stares, and slights; a sense of 

isolation; and possible family rejection. About 

half of the black–white couples in one study felt 

that biracial marriage makes things harder for 

them, and about two thirds reported that their 

parents had a problem with the relationship, 

at least initially (Fears & Deane, 2001). Some 

interracial couples—especially black–white 

couples—experience a lack of family support 

when choosing to marry each other (Lewis & 

Yancey, 1997). Everyday activities may require 

more time and effort for interracial couples 

than for couples of the same race. For instance, 

when planning vacations, interracial couples 

often have to do extensive advance research 

of potential leisure destinations to see how 

accepting they are of relationships like theirs 

(Hibbler & Shinew, 2005). As one woman in an 
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Exhibit 7.1 Changing Attitudes Toward Interracial Marriage

SOURCE: Newport, 2013.

a1958 wording: “. . . marriages between white and colored people”

b1968–1978 wording: “. . . marriages between whites and nonwhites”

cWording after 1983: “. . . marriage between blacks and whites”


